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  IPSWICH POST 1093  VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
e-mail:   vfwpost1093@comcast.net 

Commander:  William Duke     --    Adjutant: George Lewis – w1cnrlewis@comcast.net 
 

JUNE,  2009   POST  NEWSLETTER 
 

COMMANDER'S MESSAGE  
  
This past Memorial Day weekend is one to be noted for the huge community participation in 
remembering and honoring all who gave the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our country and the 

freedoms we share.  Each stop for honors and along the parade route there 
were scores of people there sharing in this tribute.  In my short time as a 
member of the VFW I have never seen so many citizens of our community 
participating.  It was a good thing to see and restores my faith in America and 
swells my heart with pride.   
  
I also ask you all to remember that on Saturday, June 13th, starting at 10:00 
a.m., the VFW will be hosting a Iraq-Afghanistan Veterans Convention and All-
American Cookout known as Operation Welcome Home.  This event will be 

held at the VFW Hall and YMCA picnic grounds.  The purpose is to welcome home our returning 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines from the war on terror and introduce them to the various veterans 
organizations of the area and outline various services, benefits, job markets, re-adjustment services, etc. 
available to them.  Our keynote speaker will be Tom Kelly who was awarded the Medal of Honor.  Our 
Committee has put in much work and time in putting this together and it is anticipated there will be a 
large turn out.  I ask as many of our Comrades as possible to attend and help in our welcome to these 
returning warriors.  We need support in setting up the halls, booths, cookout, etc and request that you 
contact me at 978 356-1561, email w.duke-37@comcast.net or touch base at our regular scheduled post 
meeting on Thursday evening June 11th.  I encourage all to attend and participate.  Our young men and 
women need your support. 
  
The Town War Memorial Committee, which consists of three members from each of the four veteran 
organizations in Town, including your Commander, have been selling raffle tickets for a 50/50 drawing to 
help in the purchase of a American Flag, POW Flag and all the armed services flags to replace those at 
the War Memorial that have become tattered.  This means that what ever monies are raised, half will go 
to the winner of the raffle.  Therefore, these tickets will be sold by our VFW representatives for the last 
time at our next scheduled Post meeting and the winner will be drawn sometime during the Iraq-
Afghanistan Veterans Convention on June 13th.  Please help support this effort. 
  
Bill Duke, Commander 
 

TAPS 
IN MEMORY OF OUR DEPARTED COMRADES  -  MAY THEY RES T IN PEACE 

 

 
 

O God, Father of us all, we offer this final earthly tribute to our beloved comrades who have passed on in 
March, April, May and June, 2009  

John Warren, Nick L. Markos, Richard Maniatis,  Ric hard Hammond and Joe Burns.   
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MEMORIAL DAY PARADE – 2009  

 
The weather cooperated and the parade was a fitting memorial tribute.  There 
were more spectators and the appreciative applause from the sidelines was a 
constant reminder of our unity as we remembered those whose service we 
were honoring.  As usual Post 1093 was the perfect host with welcome 
refreshments and the post premises were an advertisement for Post 1093 
thanks to Buddy Bernard and his crew.  As always it took the hard work of 
many to produce the parade and the dedication of many more to fill the 
ranks….veterans of many campaigns, the Ipswich High School Band, the 
Ipswich Rotary Club, The John T. Heard Ipswich Masonic Lodge, police and fire 
department representatives, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts and more.  
Commander Duke and post comrades who planned, marched and participated 
in the ceremonies deserve our thanks.  Ipswich Post 1093 VFW members were 

well represented and we can all be justifiably proud of our comrades who represented the Post as we 
observed this Memorial Day.  
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POST 1093 AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

In keeping with regulations we have filed a Community Service Report Form with the Dept. of Mass. 
covering the period November 2008 through April 30, 2009.  Based on reports by involved comrades and 
reports submitted to the adjutant, post members participated in 84 reportable projects devoting at least 
1,000 hours to community service projects. This is a remarkable record considering the number of active 
members of our post.  It proves we are an active group and we can take pride in our accomplishments.  
Members who have not been active in post meetings and activities are urged to become involved and be 
an active participant in post affairs.    
 
Annually, VFW members and its Auxiliary contribute more than 13 million hours of volunteerism in the 
community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week. From 
providing $2.5 million in college scholarships to high school students every year to encouraging elevation 
of the Veterans Administration to the president's cabinet, the VFW is there--honoring the dead by helping 
the living. 
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ANOTHER REASON TO BE A PROUD MEMBER OF THE VFW 
 
 

 MAPTHE MOUNTAIN MAN MARCH  

The Mountain Man March, inspired by the Bataan Memorial 
Death March, is a 26.2 mile march in the Smoky Mountains of 
Tennessee.  The initial incentive for the event was to honor 1LT 
Frank B. Walkup, alumni of the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville (UTK), who died while serving with the 25th Infantry 
Division in Iraq in 2007.  Hosted by the Senior Army ROTC 
Department, Rocky Top Battalion (UTK), it has since turned into 
a tribute to all service members in order to express sincere gratitude for their sacrifices. 

This year, the VFW National Military Assistance Program (MAP) provided a $1,000 grant to 
the 2nd annual Mountain Man March.  Thanks to MAP, VFW Department of Tennessee District 
2 volunteers were able to provide fruit and water along the course, while offering words of 
encouragement to more than 50 military and civilian units participating from Michigan, Ohio, 
Indiana, Tennessee, and North Carolina.   
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In Walkup's honor, VFW state commander, Curtis Damron, and Ladies Auxiliary President, 
Carolyn Miller, presented the VFW National Memorial Commendation to Walkup's mother in 
front of 1,000 patriotic supporters.  "Nothing is more sacred than honoring those Mothers who 
have lost a child in maintaining America's freedom," says Thomas Dehoog, National Military 
Services (NMS) Chairman for the VFW Department of Tennessee. Walkup's father expressed 
immense appreciation for VFW involvement on behalf of his family while being presented the 
annual VFW sponsored Memorial Cup by, Dehoog, and Post 6598 commander, Jot Raymond.  

.Thanks to the generosity of MAP and the VFW volunteers, the fallen soldiers and their family 
members were honored for their sacrifices.  VFW fully embraced the Mountain Man March 
motto, "Honor Through Action." 

KOREA – 59 YEARS AGO 
����������	�
���  

Detachment "X," 33 officers and men from the 507th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion, arrive at 
Suwon and set up their weapons. During the day they engage 4 enemy planes, shooting down 
one and damaging another. These are the first American ground troops into Korea and theirs are 
the first shots fired by U.S. Army personnel arriving from Japan. Gen. MacArthur flies to 
Suwon and confers with General Church and KMAG staff, then returns to Japan where he sends 
a message to the Joint Chiefs recommending introducing U.S. ground forces into battle. 
President Truman receives and approves the recommendation. 

ANSWERS TO RECENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
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I lost my membership card, how do I get a new one?  Visit �����//�������"�
	�/  to request a 
replacement card. A card will be reissued and mailed the following day 
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IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO SAILED TO SERVE 
 

 
TROOP SHIP – GENERAL EDWIN D. PATRICK (T-AP124) 

608 Ft. long, 75” wide, cruising speed 20 knots 
 
 

 
Normandy, France - a total of 9,387 of our military dead 

 

 
Meuse-Argonne - a total of 14,246 of our military dead. 


